The University of Maine

DigitalCommons@UMaine
Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

Special Collections

2-17-1983

The price of promiscuity?
Bob Danielson
University of Maine

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice
Part of the Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Commons, Higher Education Commons, and the
United States History Commons

Repository Citation
Danielson, Bob, "The price of promiscuity?" (1983). Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion. 613.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/social_justice/613

This Opinion Piece is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Social Justice: Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more information, please contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu.

83

,./
'..

_Of. proltiisgi~-tY~

lie

~/~

/· .

poor hygien~ and.(jould-bespremf through oral-fecal '
oontacts in, for example, food handling. ~ewevidence publis.bed ii} the f"lew YorhNative link~ a
R911mg Stone called it "Sexu'al Cancer, America's
depressed immune sys,terp with an improP,er balance
deadliest epidemic." The New York Times Magazine
of vitamins aud miner~ls in a diet. One possible
s · it:is as .relentless as leukemia and as contagious.._
theory is that AIDS is.an infectious agent, some type
ash
'tis. And Science-83 called ii a killer.
of rirus or opportunistic infection, which travels in
The Ce rs for Disease Control in.Atlanta calls it ~
the 'bloodstream . Some researchers t~idk it is a
. ,:- ~IQS: Ac uir lmmunflY...Q.eficjency .Sro>l.rom~.AD
Jllll1atLo..n
t~C V virus_, a member of the herpes
epidemic which 0 ks down - the. body's immune
fanrily, prevalent in one rorrifor anorhe7 in most gaysystem, leaving it open
·rash of rare and1'nerc-ilc;ss men. Or perhaps it is a virus coming,.Crom Africa,
-diseases.
w~re Kaposi's Sarco ma is the.most c~mmcin can-cer
Since 1979, AIDS has attack
-§t victims; 365 ar_e
-m men, particularly in Uganda.
'
/ deaa, ·said "(he New York TimesoMa~:~;;t~e
Rosemarie LeGasse dir' OL.at~"-"'-~
·
ed-be~e-19 ,
ree
e
li~ic, said so far no cases' of
~ex:' · ~!11e researchers believe that ng- one -s urv ·
reported in Maine. However, the _cuba~ion period
it,. - ~
for the disease is anywhere fro six,. months- to two _
The Centers for Disease Control first heardoflhe
years. As Dr. Wiliiam Dacr_o.w f om the C.enters for' '
icf~rµi i S~ri_ng, 1981. At that time, doctors-in -- Ams-patients-averaged many more-sexual·partners · Disease Contr.ol s · ·
· e&
ew York':;-:ahd San Francisco began seeing an per -.year- than healthy- gay _men (60 .and 25 Magazine, "The disease coul b-e anywhere now. "
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